Honors Biology 3210
Gibbs High School

     The goal of Honors Biology I is to develop an understanding of the diversity and unity in living things.  Concepts covered include interactions of organisms and their environment, chemical structure of organisms, transfer of energy in organisms, cell structure and function, continuity and change in living things, diversity of living things, and biology related career opportunities. Honors Biology places increased emphasis on the development of critical thinking skills in the more academically able student. Because of the rigorous academic demands of this class, students should expect extensive reading and study time at home.  

Instructor:  Ms. Amy M. Davis

Phone:  689-9130 extension 72536 (contact during plan period only)

Email:  amy.davis@knoxschools.org
Lab Fee:
A $30.00 lab fee is requested to cover microscope slides and cover slips, stains, specimens for observation, and other consumable lab supplies. Any related ancillaries that could be donated for classroom use will be gladly accepted. The quality and quantity of lab activities will be determined by the amount of fee monies collected.
Required Materials:
1. Notebook/3-ring Binder  (Minimum 1 1/2 inches – color determined by class period)

2. Dividers (set of 5)

3. Plastic Page Protectors (small package)

4. Spiral Notebook (minimum 100 pages – for note-taking only) 

5. Loose-leaf Paper (For assignments)

6. Plastic or Canvas Notebook Pencil Bag
7. 2 Pens (Black or Blue ink only)

8. 2 Grading Pens (Red ink only)

9. 2 Pencils (Required for all tests)

10. Coloring Pencils (12 colors)
    11.  Highlighter (any color)
    12.  Agenda Book (most important item on shopping list)
    13.  Signed Lab Safety Contract (Flinn Scientific)
Textbook: 
Campbell Biology: Concepts and Connections  (8th Edition)

Cost to replace: $98.97

Campbell/Reece.  Campbell Biology: Concepts and Connections (9th edition) NEW!!
Cost to replace:  TBA
Grading Scale:
A
93 - 100

B
85 - 92

C
75 - 84

D
70 - 74

F
69 and below

Curriculum
State and local standards and course level expectations can be viewed on the Knox County Schools Science Department website (www.knoxschools.org) or on my school fusion website.
Audio-visual List:

A complete list of the Gibbs High School Video and DVD library can be viewed on my school fusion page.  All videos shown in my class are academically sound, related to the curriculum, and are approved for educational use.

Assessment:
Parents are highly encouraged to regularly monitor student grades on the grade portal. I will update grades 2-3 times weekly.  Please contact me if you have any concerns about a grade.
A number of techniques will be used to determine student grades.  Each activity will be worth a set number of points.  Points accumulate throughout the grading period.  They will then be added and expressed as a percentage of the total possible points.  The interim report will show the current average for the term.  Any assignments that are incomplete at the end of the grading period will be given a “temporary” zero and reflected in the average of the next grade report.
Points may be earned as follows:

1. Tests (Midterm and Final only) ………………TBA
A computerized scan-sheet will be provided for student answers. Students must have a pencil for every test.  Format is mainly objective (true/false, multiple choice, matching) with a short discussion/essay section.
    2.  Quizzes……………………………………..25-100 points

Announced in advance for student preparation

3. Homework…………………………………..points vary

Assignments will be randomly collected and graded. Late papers will not be accepted except in the case of an excused absence.
4. Lab Reports…………………………………points vary

5.  State Biology AYP/EOC ………………………15% of grade
6.  Projects……………………………………points vary
An individual or group project may be assigned for each major unit of study. Late projects will not be accepted except in the case of an excused absence.
7. Extra Credit
There are 4 possible categories of extra credit opportunities:
A.  Miscellaneous Extra Credit………………maximum 100 points/term

      I am receptive to suggestions, but reports will not be considered.  The    

      following activities are approved and recommended:
1.  Biological Cartoons (2 points each – maximum of 5)

Cartoon must be enlarged and copied before submitting
2.  Science-related Article/Class Presentation (20 points each)

Watch for articles related to course topics in newspapers,  magazines, journal articles, and reputable internet sites.  Write a brief summary and informally present what you learned in class.  Be sure to credit your source.
3. Biology Alphabet Book (80 points)

Find a term that begins with each letter of the alphabet from any chapter on your syllabus.  Each term must be defined and illustrated.  Books must be typed and illustrations can come from magazines, photographs, or computer-generated. Names of animals will not be accepted as terminology!
4. Lab Set-up/Clean-up

 Points will be determined by time on task.
B.  Lab Safety License………………….maximum 30 points
Students and parents are required to sign a mandatory lab safety license.  Students must pass a required lab safety test.  Upon passing the lab safety test, students will earn a lab safety license.  Students will lose 1 punch on their lab safety license for violating a lab safety rule.  The lab license will be revoked after 3 punches/3 violations.  Students can earn 5 points for every punch remaining on their lab safety license at the end of the term.  These points will be added at the end of the term.
C.  Hall Pass Coupons……………………….. maximum 30 points 

Each student will have 3 hall pass coupons in a notebook at my desk.  These coupons must be redeemed for leaving the classroom for the restroom, locker, etc. Students can earn 5 points for each coupon remaining at the end of the term.
D.  Science Tutorials (AYP EOC REVIEW) …………….25 points/hour 
Points will be added at the end of the term.

8.  Honors Bonus

     Students will receive a 3% bonus on their final average for taking an    

     honors course.

Makeup Work:

Students should try to be present and prepared class each day.  Students are responsible for all makeup work.  It is NOT my job to remind you at this point in your education.  Failure to makeup work will result in a zero for that grade.  Directions for making up assignments are as follows:

1. Homework Assignments and Projects - if it was assigned  prior to your absence, it is due the day you return at the BEGINNING of class.

2. Tests and Quizzes - You have 3 days to make arrangements to makeup the work within a REASONABLE time frame.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for that grade.
3. Worksheets and Classroom Assignments – ask the teacher f or a copy of the work and complete it within 3 days of your absence.

4. Lab Activities – NO makeup

These points will not be counted against the student.  Because labs are such a valuable learning experience and facilitate mastery of subject matter, students must ask a classmate what was done in lab and take notes if needed. 

Tentative Course Syllabus:
Units of Study/Topics






Chapters
Standard 1:  Biodiversity and Change

How Populations Evolve







13
The Origin of Species








14

Tracing Evolutionary History







15

Standard 2:  Ecology

The Biosphere: An Introduction to Earth’s Diverse Environments


34
Population Ecology








36

Communities and Ecosystems






37

Conservation Biology








38

Standard 3: Flow of Matter and Energy
How Cells Harvest Chemical Energy






6

Photosynthesis: Using Light to Make Food





7
Standard 4: Chemistry of Life

The Chemical Basis of Life







2
The Molecules of Cells







3

Standard 5:  Cell Biology
A Tour of the Cell








4

The Working Cell








5

The Cellular Basis of Reproduction and Inheritance




8

Standard 6: Heredity and Genetics
Patterns of Inheritance







9

Molecular Biology of the Gene






10

How Genes are Controlled







11

DNA Technology and Genomics






12
Behavior Expectations:

Students must be…

1. In the classroom and headed for your assigned seat BEFORE the bell rings.

2. Prepared for class.  (Textbook, notebook, & supplies must be brought to class daily)

3. Respectful to the teacher, peers or guests. (No behavior that is disruptive to my instruction or the learning of others will 
be tolerated)

4. Followers of all school rules and policies

If you have further questions concerning the details outlined in these information sheets I will be glad to discuss them with you.  In addition, if you do not approve of a specific resource listed on this syllabus, please make your request to me in writing and an alternative assignment and/or materials will be provided.  The request should include your name, the student’s name, the specific activity/materials in which you do not want your student to participate or to which you do not want them exposed, and the nature of your objection.
My planning time is: ____________________________________

Please sign below stating that you read the course requirements and syllabus for Honors Biology I.  

Student __________________________________________
Parent ___________________________________________

